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Education





2011-Present	Graduate Student in Quantitative Systems Biology, UC Merced, CA


				Thesis advisor: Dr. Michael N. Dawson


2008-09		Professional M.S. in Marine Biology, Three Seas Program, Northeastern University, MA


				The effect of predation and flow exposure on growth and morphology of 						Spirobranchus gaymardi polychaete worms


				Thesis advisors: Dr. Randi Rotjan and Dr. Brian Helmuth


2003-07		Bachelors of Science in Biology, U. of Richmond, VA


2003-07		Minors: Environmental Studies and Studio Art, U. of Richmond, VA


2003-07		Teacher Licensure program certificate for Biology in Secondary Education,  						U. Of Richmond, VA








Professional Experience





2010 		Lab Assistant to Dr. Michael Dawson, UC Merced, 5200 N. Lake Rd., Merced, CA 		


 				- Conducted research and lab maintenance. The lab focus is on molecular ecology and 							phylogenetics of marine communities. 





2010		Research Assistant to Michael Navarro (Ph.D. Candidate), UCSD SIO,                 				9500 Gilman Dr., La Jolla, CA


				- Served as boat and video assistance during video transects of the La Jolla 							Shores Canyon.





2009		Research Intern for Dr. Randi Rotjan and Dr. John Mandelman, 							New England Aquarium, 1 Central Wharf, Boston, MA 02110


				- Created and implemented experimental design for an lab-based study on the 							synergistic effects of structure and acoustic stress on winter flounder, 							Pseudopleuronectes americanus, cortisol response. 





2008 	     	Research Assistant/Technician for Dr. Roni Kinglsey, University of Richmond,            			28 Westhampton Way, UR, VA


				- Developed and implemented experimental design for a microbial symbiont 							study of the common sea whip, Leptogorgia virgulata.


				- Advised undergraduate lab members.





Posters & Presentations:	





2010		Abboud, S., Helmuth, B., Hanson, K. Isquith, R., and Rotjan, R. The effect of 			predation and flow exposure on growth and morphology of Spirobranchus gaymardi 			polychaete worms. Presented at Benthic Ecology Meeting, N.C. (Poster)





2010		Isquith, R., Abboud, S., Rotjan, R., and J. Mandelman. Assessing the synergistic 			effects of ship noise and structure on cortisol levels in winter flounder, 				Pseudopleuronectes americanus. 


		Presented at Benthic Ecology Meeting, N.C. (Poster)





2010		Fennimore, R., Isquith, R., Abboud, S., Mandelman, J., and R. Rotjan. A non-			invasive assay for quantifying fish stress hormones. 								Presented at Benthic Ecology Meeting, N.C. (Poster)





2009 		New England Aquarium. Invited brownbag seminar, MA. The effect of predation 			and flow exposure on growth and morphology of Spirobranchus gaymardi 				polychaetes. (Oral)





2009			Guest Lecturer at Northeastern University 


				- Invited by professor Dr. Heidi Pearson


				- Lecture for Ecology on “Phenotypic variability in Spirobranchus giganteus” 		





2009 		Kingsley, R., Spicer, L., and S. Abboud. Bacterial Symbionts for Octocoral 				Leptogorgia virgulata. Presented at 


		Society for Integrative and Comparative Biology in Boston, MA (Poster)





2007			Guest Lecturer at Virginia Commonwealth University; Aquatic Ecology


			Invited by professor Dr. Leigh McCallister


				- Lecture for Aquatic Ecology on Anoxia and Hypoxia in the Chesapeake Bay





2007		Abboud, S., Funaro, C., LeClare, A., Hill, M., and A. Hill. Use of ISSRs in 				population genetics and to isolate microsatellite markers in basal metazoans: a 			potentially inexpensive method. 										Presented at Benthic Ecology Meetings, GA. (Poster)





2007		Abboud, S., Hill, M., and R. Kingsley. Analysis of population subdivision in color 			morphs of the common sea whip, Leptogorgia virgulata. Annual Arts & Sciences 			Symposium at the University of Richmond, VA. (Poster)





Awards, Honors & Fellowships





2010		Non-Resident Tuition Scholarship, UC Merced, CA (2 Semesters)


2010	   	Honorable Mention for NSF Graduate Research Fellowship


2006-07	Deans List, University of Richmond, VA  (3 semesters)


2006 			Summer Research Fellowship and travel stipend,  University of Richmond, 						Advisor Dr. Malcolm Hill





Academic Outreach





2011		Teacher Assistant for Bio 001 Lab at UC Merced, under Katherine Brown


2009		Teacher Assistant for Ecology Lab at Northeastern University, under Elizabeth Clarke


2008			Undergraduate Mentor; Zack Lake and Anne Spicer, University of Richmond


2008			High School Mentor; University of Richmond Shadow Program, advisor Dr. Paula Lessem


Additional Research Experience





2007 			Undergraduate Research: Leptogorgia virgulata subspeciation analysis of 						polymorphisms using the ISSR technique. In addition, created a GIS project to gather and 				create maps of distribution for Leptogorgia virgulata.  University of Richmond 


			Advisors Dr. Malcolm Hill and Dr. Roni Kingsley





2006-2007	BioBlitz Scientist: Arachnid team with the Nature Conservancy. Collected Arachnids in the 			Potomac Gorge area. Day and Night collecting with on site identification and fixing.


			Potomac Gorge, MD


			Advisors: Dr. Barbara Abraham and Dr. Carolyn Marks
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